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Welcome to 
the 2015 
real film festival
This year we celebrate the 4th annual Real Film Festival. The three day festival 
celebrates and promotes the art of storytelling real events through film. The festival 
will screen a combination of award winning feature films, documentaries and short 
films from around the world, three short film competitions, industry development 
workshops, Q&A’s and opening night & closing night parties.

The festival kicks off at 9am November 27 at the Newcastle Film & Media School 
(Hunter Street TAFE) with a full day of industry workshops presented by some of 
the industries most highly regarded practitioners.  

The festival officially opens at the Tower Cinemas, 183 King Street, Newcastle from 
6pm followed by the feature film screening of Sherpa. The opening night festivities 
continue with the Gala Party at Customs House, 1 Bond Street, Newcastle.

More thought provoking feature & short films and documentaries continue through-
out the weekend at the Tower Cinemas and Newcastle Museum.  

Grab your family and friends and head out to the free outdoor cinema event in Civic 
Park to help raise funds for our charitable partner Westpac Rescue Helicopter 
Service (WRHS) where we’ll be collecting a gold coin donation and putting on a 
BBQ for all the family to enjoy.  We will entertain you from 7pm with live music in the 
park followed by a screening of the hugely popular Australian film, Paper Planes 
from 8pm.

Sunday night we will announce the short film competition winners before the 
screening of the award winning film, Dream Racer with Q&A’s from the films 
creators, followed by closing night drinks and canapés in the foyer.

We hope you can join us to celebrate this year’s festival!   
Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au  
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industry workshops
Friday 27 Nov 9.00am – 11.00am Hunter Street TAFE

Sound Design 
Damian Candusso   Friday 27 Nov 9.00am – 11.00am 
(The Lego Movie, Mad Max: Fury Road, The Great Gatsby, Happy Feet 2) 

This workshop will explore what goes into the making of a big-budget feature 
film soundtrack. The workshop will peel back the layers of several films allowing 
the workshop members to listen to many of the sounds that often go unnoticed. 
The workshop will cover topics such as dialogue, foley and sound effects, with a 
particular focus on designing unique sounds to enhance a narrative. Damian is an 
international multi-award winning sound designer and Senior Lecturer with over 17 
years of experience in film, television, animation, games, music and installation art.

Writing – Using your creative mind
Vanessa Alexander   Friday 27 Nov 9.00am – 11.00am 
(Magik and Rose, This is Not My Life, Being Eve-Emmy nominated)

Finding your own voice is the key to creating original work, and this workshop looks at how 
to use your own experiences in the creative process that transports the essence of your 
voice into any genre and any place and time. Vanessa has worked extensively in television 
drama as a writer and director. Vanessa produced and directed Being Eve, the International 
Emmy-nominated teen series which sold to more than 40 territories worldwide. The show 
aired on Nickelodeon, won a Gold and Silver World Medal at the New York Festival, Best 
Series and Best Children’s Series at the NZ Screen Awards.

Game Design is just playing with yourself
Harry Lee (Lee Shang Lun)   Friday 27 Nov 9.00am – 11.00am  
(Sokobond, Impasse, Stickets). 

Games are incredibly diverse experiences that can tell stories, evoke joy, bring people 
together, induce existential ennui, destroy friendships, and ruin lives. So basically they’re 
just another medium of personal expression. Find out more about the industry and medium 
of games: this hands–on workshop will show you why and how you should make your 
work more playful. Lee Shang Lun is a game designer, lecturer, and art curator. He is 
interested in human bodies, ecological sustainability, a cappella vocal ensembles, linguistic 
imperialism, intersectional feminism, swimming, green tea, and you.

Special Effects Makeup
Chad Atkinson   Friday 27 Nov 9.00am – 11.00am 
(The Hobbit, Killer Elite, The Chronicles of Narnia, Planet Terror) 

Special Effects Artist Chad Atkinson will provide an interactive demonstration of special 
effects and prosthetics for film and take you through how many of the prosthetic wounds 
are created, manufactured and applied. He will also talk about how you can budget for your 
film, no matter the size and get more value with your effects. Chad Atkinson is a veteran 
Special Effects Artist from Los Angeles who has over 16 years of experience in the film and 
television industry. Chads early career started when he attended Kendall College of Art and 
Design in Grand Rapids Michigan.
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industry workshops
Friday 27 Nov 11.30am – 1.00pm Hunter Street TAFE

Producing it starts and stops with you
   Behren Schulz & Sam Eather   Friday 27 Nov 11.30am – 1.30pm 

Schulz (Love Is Now, The Fragments, Beyond Infinity, The Code) , Eather (Love Is Now)

Explore the roles of the Producer, Production Manager (UPM) and Assistant Director 
(AD). Examine the procedures, attitudes, techniques and paperwork needed to plan 
and run a large or small film production. You will scout locations, break down a 
feature film script; create a production board, shooting schedule and a film budget. 
Behren’s producing career started in television. He was head of production for several 
international advertising agencies, before co-founding Eponine Films in 2007. Formerly 
a commercial lawyer, Sam joined the team at Eponine Films in 2014 as Legal Counsel.

Acting for Screen
Rupert Raineri   Friday 27 Nov 11.30am – 1.30pm 

(Pirates of the Caribbean 5, Overrated, Jucy) 

This workshop provides its students with fundamental screen acting techniques. 
Students will learn key industry skills including how to break down a scene, build 
a character, find the truth in performing, take direction and act in front of the 
camera. Rupert Raineri is a graduate of the National Institute of Dramatic Art. Prior 
to NIDA he made his debut in lead roles for short films that stole nominations 
at the Cannes Short Film Festival Corner and BIFF. Rupert has played numerous 
roles in both Australian and International television and feature films over the years.

Editing 
Bryan Mason   Friday 27 Nov 11.30am – 1.30pm 

(52 Tuesdays, Shutup Little Man! An Audio Miss Adventure, Hannah Gadsby ‘s Oz) 

Film editing is the art, technique, and practice of assembling shots into a coherent 
sequence. The job of an editor isn’t simply to mechanically put pieces of a film 
together, a film editor must creatively work with the layers of images, story, 
dialogue, music, pacing, as well as the actors’ performances to effectively “re-
imagine” and even rewrite the film to craft an entire story. Bryan Mason is a director 
of Adelaide based film collective, Closer Productions and an award winning film 
maker. His career began with the production of four acclaimed skateboarding films.
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Shedding Light on Cinematography
Ian Hamilton   Friday 27 Nov 2.00pm – 4.00pm   
(ABC Australian Story “Call of Duty”, ABC Australian Story “Letters to the Editor”, 
Honeymoon in Kabul, Rabbit Proof Fence).

Over the last decade he has produced, directed, and shot numerous projects in health 
and education using documentary drama and animation techniques to tell stories that 
inspire change. This workshop will explore some of the techniques equipment and 
philosophy behind the art of cinematography. We will discuss pathways to a carrier 
in cinematography, how industry professionals work, as well as demonstrate some 
useful tips and tricks to make your images stand out from the crowd.

YouTube Hits & Online Successes
Trent Stanley   Friday 27 Nov 2.00pm – 4.00pm   
(YouTuber, 40,000 subscribers, 57,000,000 views)

Have an established YouTube channel or looking to start one? Learn a few valuable tips on 
how to grow your audiences & revenue from online video. Trent Stanley is a Perth-based 
YouTuber who has been creating online videos for his YouTube channel, “DieselD199”, 
since 2008. The channel features a series of videos parodying Thomas the Tank Engine, 
originally created with live-action models and more recently, 3D animation. Over the years 
he has amassed over forty thousand subscribers and 57 million views with excess of 26 
years’ worth of his content being played in October 2015 alone.

Directing
Lynn-Maree Danzey   Friday 27 Nov 2.00pm – 4.00pm    
(A Place to Call Home, Love Child, Packed to the Rafters, Camp)

Let us help prepare you for the challenges that impact on your screen story. The 
Emphasis will be placed on the Director’s communication of the story using the camera 
as the narrator. We’ll also explore some of the creative and logistic considerations 
when embarking on your next project. Including Story. Ethics, Crew and Equipment. 
Lynn-Maree Danzey has just finished directing her third of series of ‘A Place to Call Home’ 
for Foxtel. She directed ‘Love Child’, ‘House Husbands’ (both for Channel 9), ‘Dance 
Academy’(ABC3) and was the set-up director for ‘Secret Life of Us’.

industry workshops
Friday 27 Nov 2.00pm – 4.00pm Hunter Street TAFE

Venue Map



WE ARE PROUD TO AGAIN SUPPORT THE REAL FILM 
FESTIVAL AS IT DELIVERS ANOTHER PROGRAM TO DEVELOP 

AND NURTURE THE FILM INDUSTRY IN THE HUNTER.

AS A PRODUCTION COMPANY BASED IN NEWCASTLE 
FILMS, STORIES AND INSPIRATION ARE WHAT WE’RE MOST 

PASSIONATE ABOUT AND THAT’S WHAT THE FESTIVAL 
BRINGS TO THE AUDIENCE EACH YEAR. 

THANKS ALSO TO THE CREW AND VOLUNTEERS FOR 
ALL OF THE HARD WORK BEHIND THE SCENES TO MAKE            

THIS EVENT HAPPEN. 

SEE YOU AT THE CINEMA!

rollingball.com.au 
info@rollingball.com.au
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opening night gala
Friday 27 November 6.00pm  

Tower Cinemas & Customs House, Newcastle

Sherpa:  Unclassified  (96 mins)                     Friday 27 Nov 6.00pm

A fight on Everest? It seemed incredible. But in 2013 news channels around the 
world reported an ugly brawl at 21,000ft as European climbers fled a mob of angry 
Sherpas. What had happened to the happy, smiling Sherpas and their dedication 
in getting foreigners to the top of the mountain? Determined to explore what was 
going on, the filmmakers set out to make a film of the 2014 Everest climbing 
season, from the Sherpas’ point of view. Instead, they captured a tragedy that 
would change Everest forever. At 6.45am on 18th April, 2014, a 14 million ton 
block of ice crashed down onto the climbing route through the Khumbu Icefall, 
killing 16 Sherpas. It was the worst tragedy in the history of Everest. The disaster 
provoked a drastic reappraisal about the role of the Sherpas in the Everest industry. 
SHERPA, tells the story of how, in the face of fierce opposition, the Sherpas 
united in grief and anger to reclaim the mountain they call ‘Chomolungma’.

Director: Jennifer Peedom.  
Australia / UK - 96 minutes

Sherpa won the Grierson Documentary award at the BFI London Film Festival 2015 
and is nominated for 4 AACTA awards. 

‘For all the mountainous visual majesty her lens captures, it is director Jennifer Peedom’s 
soulful, stirring depiction of the human spirit that allows her feature, Sherpa, to truly soar’

Simon Foster,  Screen Space

Join us to celebrate the 
2015 Real Film Festival 
Opening Night. 
The night kicks off at the 
Tower Cinemas at 6pm 
for the offical festival 
opening and feature film 
screening at 6.30pm
After the film, the 
festivities continue at 
Customs House with a 
glass of bubbly, canapés 
and music.
Dress: Cocktail   
Book tickets online at 
realfilmfestival.com.au 
Film & Party $35, 
Concession $30
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Saturday 28 November Tower Cinemas
saturday films

Another Country: Rated G  (75mins)    Saturday 28 Nov 4.00pm
The legendary Australian aboriginal actor David Gulpilil tells the tale of ‘Another 
Country’, when his people’s thousands-of-years-old way of life was interrupted by a 
new culture. This documentary film speaks to the havoc caused by superimposing 
a new culture over an old culture and the consequent clashes with all manner of 
things, such as time, money, garbage and errant kangaroos.
A unique opportunity to see Australia through Gulpilil’s eyes, Another Country offers 
a heartfelt, historical and political perspective on the Yolngu people of Ramingining 
in North East Arnhem Land. 
Another Country has been nominated for the Film Critics Circle of Australia Awards
Director  Molly Reynolds   Writer David Gulpilil, Rolf de Heer, Molly Reynolds 
Producer  Peter Djigirr, Rolf de Heer, Molly Reynolds

How To Change The World: Rated M15+ (110mins)      Saturday 28 Nov 6.30pm
In 1971, a group of friends sail into a nuclear test zone, and their protest captures 
the world’s imagination. Using never before seen archive that brings their 
extraordinary world to life, How To Change The World is the story of the pioneers 
who founded Greenpeace and defined the modern green movement.
How To Change The World has won awards such as the Environmental Award at 
Reykjavik International Film Festival, the Sheffield Green Award at the Sheffield 
International Documentary Festival, and the Editing Award at Sundance Film 
Festival. It has been nominated for other awards at the Sundance, Little Rock, and 
Canadian Hot Docs film festivals. 
Director / Writer / Producer  Jerry Rothwell  

Don’t miss the 
Q&A session with 
Another Country 
Director Molly 
Reynolds after the 
film screening.
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Sunday 29 November Tower Cinemas
sunday films

Drunk Stoned Brilliant Dead: Rated 18+ (98mins)        Sunday 29 Nov 2.00pm
Amid the cultural shift of the 1970s, American comedy got a sharper edge when a 
newly minted magazine named National Lampoon stuck its middle finger up at the 
establishment. Energetic, revolutionary, and often hilarious, Drunk Stoned Brilliant 
Dead elevates nostalgia to a roof-raising experience.
The film is a look at the history of the American comedy publication and production 
company, National Lampoon, from its beginning in the 1970s to 2010, featuring rare 
and never-before-seen footage.
Awards Nominated at Cleveland International Film Festival, Edinburgh International 
Film Festival and Little Rock Film Festival (Golden Rock Documentary Award) 
Director Douglas Tirola   Producer Douglas Tirola & Susan Bedusa

DRUNK

DEAD
BRILLIANT
STONED

Paper Planes: Rated G  (96 mins)                 Saturday 28 Nov 7.00pm
Paper Planes tells a story about an eleven year-old boy Dylan who lives in Western 
Australia and dreams of competing in the World Paper Plane Championships in 
Japan after winning his school’s paper plane making contest. The film stars Sam 
Worthington, David Wenham, Deborah Mailman and Ed Oxenbould.
Director  Robert Connolly   Writer  Robert Connolly & Steve Worland  
Producer  Robert Connolly, Liz Kearney and Maggie Miles

The event kicks off at 
7pm with live music 
and food where we 
will help raise money 
for Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter with a gold 
coin donation and 
sausage sizzle. 
Film screens at 8pm

Saturday 28 November Civic Park
outdoor cinema

free
outdoor 
cinema
event



Proud sponsors of the Real Film Festival

REALFILMSMAKECHANGE 
www.limelightcreativemedia.com.au

RFF-HalfPage2015-01.indd   1 6/11/2015   12:55 PM12

kiddimagery@gmail.com
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Sunday 29 November Tower Cinemas
sunday films

Dreamracer:  M15+  (93mins)                                 Sunday 29 Nov 5.00pm
Christophe Barriere-Varju is a 39-year-old ex-motocross legend who yearns to 
rekindle the glory of his youth. Simon Lee is a 36-year-old ad-man who seeks creative 
redemption, before it’s too late. When fate brings them together an extraordinary 
shared dream is born: to finish and film the Dakar Rally, the world’s most dangerous 
motor race.
Winner of multiple Feature Film Awards Worldwide (Los Angeles, Barcelona, Milan, 
New York), Dream Racer shows the toughest and most dangerous 10,000km race 
on earth, the legendary Dakar Rally, in its purest form – no sponsors, no multi-million 
dollar team, not even a mechanic – just one rider, a motorbike, a film maker and the 
world’s most dangerous motor race.            Director / Writer / Producer  Simon Lee

Join Dreamracer star 
Christophe  
Barriere-Varju for a 
Q&A session after 
the film - followed by 
closing night drinks & 
nibbles in the foyer

Sunday 29 November Newcastle Museum
sunday short films

Todd and Hilton   By Garth Russell   15:00mins
‘Todd and Hilton’ is an interview featuring an unlikely connection between an 
ex-beanbag stuffing champion, and one of the most influential business people 
this region has seen.    Q&A session with storyteller & filmmaker Garth Russell

Harry Power Story   By Garth Russell   3:00mins
‘Harry Power Story’ is a short excerpt form a Life Recording showcasing a dramatic 
event during his time fighting in the Korean War, then showing the physical relief 
he felt having told this story for the first time.     Q&A session with Garth Russell

Dungog Flood Diary   Anthony Scully    3:10mins
Six months on from storms that devastated the regional town of Dungog, where 
three lives were lost, locals are harnessing creativity to capture acts of community 
spirit. Community artist and photographer Anne Fisher and musician Helen Rubeli 
embarked on a creative project to capture the new relationships formed and the 
community spirit displayed in the days and weeks that followed the flooding.

Drawing ‘Zel’s champions’   John Cliff   2:30mins
Zel Caddey was so thrilled to have a surf boat named after that ‘Zel’s surf boats’ 
are now a major theme of the 88-year-old’s artwork. The artist, who was diagnosed 
with Alzheimers Disease in 2011, has even created a print that hangs in Parliament 
House in Canberra. 

The winners of the 
short film competitions 
will be announced 
before the feature film 
screening
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Share house delivers choices for people with disability   Anthony Scully    5:35 mins

In Newcastle three families have pooled their resources and set up a house for their 
sons, which is supported by the National Disability Insurance Scheme (NDIS). The 
house is staffed around the clock by support workers, delivering relief for families and 
greater options for clients, including the chance to pursue volunteer work. 

Elder   Genéa Gaudet    13:00 mins

In 1974, a Mormon missionary finds his world turned upside down when he falls in love 
with a handsome Italian Communist. With original 8mm film and fierce storytelling, Tom 
Clark recounts a love story set against the backdrop of coastal Italy wrought with faith, 
identity, cigarettes, and Thorazine.

What happened after my flood video went viral   Jared Rits   1:15 mins

Jarod Rits filmed his mate’s house being washed away in the April 2015 Dungog flood, 
but what happened next was more powerful than a video that went viral. 

Mango - An Observer of Life   Sophie Frazer  3:10 mins

Inspired at an early age to develop his creativity, Mango has continued to do so 
throughout his life. Circumstances led to change from singing in a band to busking 
on Beaumont Street. 

Catching Kayla (Kayla Montgomery)   Tom Rinaldi  12:53 mins

Tom Rinadi tells the remarkable story of Kayla Montgomery who, dispite being 
diagnosed with multiple sclerosis, has become one of the best young distance runners 
in the country.

Pursuing her passion  Sophie Frazer 3:00 mins

Scone-based commercial artist Sarah Bishop knew she was not cut out for the nine to 
five life of advertising. Instead she went on to pursue her passion as a painter. This film 
was made by Sophie Frazer for the ABC Open project Makers & Creators.

Drovers Boy   Margret McHugh    11:00 mins

This hybrid-documentary is based on a ballad by Australian bush legend Ted Egan. It 
retells a story of forbidden love between a white drover and his Aboriginal wife, who 
travelled with him disguised as a drover’s boy, in 1920s outback Australia.

How “Thorpey” the bull swam his way to fame  Sophie Frazer  1:55 mins

Chris Marshall and Luke Kearney are members of the Port Stephens Council Rangers 
and Compliance Team. In April 2015 they coordinated the rescue of “Thorpey” the 
black Angus bull from Kings Park, Raymond Terrace, with the help of 15 council staff.

Face of Ukraine: Casting Oskana Baiu   Kitty Green   7:00 mins

Adorned in pink sequins, little girls from all over a divided, war-torn Ukraine audition to 
play the role of a national hero whose tears of joy once united their troubled country, 
the gold-winning figure skater Oksana Baiul. 

SMUT HOUNDS   Sari Braithwaite   9:00 mins

In a mash-up of never-before-seen banned clippings, SMUT HOUNDS tells the story 
of how seventy-seven seconds of celluloid scandalised a government and transformed 
Australian cinema. 

Walk    Madeleine Parry  17:00 mins

Mark and Zibeon are best friends. Two bright young men from a remote indigenous 
community, they have scholarships in the city. But to succeed must they leave their 
family and culture behind?

Maitland Football For All   Allan Brady & Beth McMullen  10:45 mins       Q&A session

A junior soccer club made up of players from all walks of life and all levels of physical 
and mental ability. Mainstream sporting clubs often exclude kids with disabilities, 
leading to an increased risk of social isolation and stunted physical development.
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YOUR LOCAL NEWS I SPORT I WEATHER I EVERY NIGHT AT 6PM

Print and digital edition 
packages are now available 

at theherald.com.au

Your new 
way to 

read the 
paper

Subscribe
NOW and 

save!
* Minimum subscription term is 4 weeeks on direct debit.  

For full subscription terms and conditions visit theherald.com.au/subscribe

Newcastle Herald 
Digital Edition
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Call  0401 763 733

Contact Alison • alison@familymagic.com.au • Family Magic on Facebook

Support and help for you and your family, 

in your own home

DIGITAL
DRAYTON

draytondigital.com.au

Enrol now for 
2016

newcastlefilmschool.com.au



1800 155 155 
www.rescuehelicopter.com.au

Thank you
For the past 40 years no one has ever 
paid to be assisted by the Westpac Rescue 
Helicopter Service. That is because the 
people of our community have always 
believed that a dedicated and professional 
aeromedical service was a vital part of 
our region. Every dollar raised is carefully 
used to make sure that the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter Service is there when 
and where it is needed across the Hunter, 
Mid North Coast, Central Coast, New 
England and North West region.
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Principal Partners

Sponsors

Media Partners

Industry Partners

Supporting Partners

Charitable Partners

Festival Partners
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Helping the region’s 
film industry grow
Whether it be attracting film productions 
to the region, industry development and 
networking events or hosting the Real 
Film Festival, Screen Hunter is the one 
stop film office with the ‘can do’ attitude.

www.screenhunter.com.au


