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Welcome to the 2013 Real Film Festival
The Real Film Festival (RFF) returns to Newcastle on the 2nd to 4th August with a diverse 
range of feature film premieres, award winning documentaries and short films, all based on true 
stories. The festival commences 9am Friday 2nd August at the Newcastle City Hall with twelve 
film industry workshops presented by some of the industries most highly regarded practitioners.

The Minister of the Arts, the Hon George Souris officially opens the festival at 6.30pm Friday 
the 2nd of August at the Tower Cinemas Newcastle, followed by Jason Van Genderen’s 
short film, Red Earth Hip-Hop (winner 2013 Sundance Short film category) followed by the 
opening night feature film, Love, Marilyn. The festival Opening Night Party will follow after the 
screenings at Silo Bar and Lounge, Honeysuckle from 9pm.

The collection of thought-provoking feature & short films continue throughout the weekend at the 
Tower Cinemas and Newcastle Museum Theatrette, along with the ABC Open Script Development 
Workshop at the Newcastle Museum Theatrette on Sunday the 4th August at 9.30am. 

Don’t miss the closing night short film competition announcements followed by the feature 
film The Crash Reel.  Local Member for Newcastle, Tim Owen will officially close the festival 
before enjoying a closing night drink in the foyer of the Tower Cinemas to help wrap up the 
festival.  We look forward to seeing you there. Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au
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Proudly sponsored by

Strategic Partners



Industry Workshops - Friday 2nd August  
Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au
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9.00am -11.00am  
Portable Filmmaking 
This course introduces beginner 
filmmakers to the complete 
process of portable filmmaking.  
This intensive, practical workshop 
takes you through the basics of 
every role on set.
Presenter: Jason Van Genderen

11.30am -1.30pm  
Directing   
Learn how to think like a director 
and let us help prepare you for 
the challenges that impact on 
your screen story. The Emphasis 
will be placed on the Director’s 
communication of the story using 
the camera as the narrator.
Presenter: Vanessa Alexander

2.00pm-4.00pm 
Sound Design     
Bring your film to life. The concept 
of Sound design will be explained 
to the participants and how it is 
brought to the screen through a 
practical demonstration.
Presenter: Chris McKeith 

Cummins Room - Newcastle City Hall

9.00am -11.00am  
Editing  
Learn how rhythm and timing 
affect your storytelling capabilities 
through your edit. 
Presenter: Harriet Clutterbuck

11.30am -1.30pm  
Script Writer’s Secrets
Do you have an idea for a film and 
can’t get it out? This course will 
provide you with tips on how to get 
the idea out of your imagination 
and into an engaging script.
Presenter: Scott Roberts

2.00pm-4.00pm 
Crowdfunding - Learn how to 
connect to your audience.  
Need some funds to get your 
next film project off the ground? 
Join our crowdfunding workshop 
as we discuss how to run a 
crowdfunding campaign for your 
next project.
Presenter: Anna Maguire

Hunter Room - Newcastle City Hall

9.00am -11.00am  
Preparing and Pitching your 
project
Need to know how it works?  
Let us help prepare you and your 
project for pitching. You have 
to be careful with the portrayal 
of everything you are pitching 
so that you can receive the 
clients intellectual and emotional 
investment, before you can get 
their cash investment. 
Presenter: Vanessa Alexander

11.30am -1.30pm  
Conceptualising – Before the 
project begins   
Concept Artists, Production 
Designers, Writers and Directors 
work together to realise their 
vision for films. Translating ideas 
and developing the story into a 
visual form for screen. Whether it 
be a big budget sci-fi, a fantasy or 
a documentary, it’s the Conceptual 
Artist’s ability to create the designs 
and visual content, both practically 
and through special effects that 
really help drive the story. 
Presenter: Jeff Julian

2.00pm-4.00pm 
Panel Discussion     
What is the future of Australian 
content and how is the Australian 
Film Industry supporting itself.
Presenters: 
Maureen Barron
Gillian Armstrong
Tony Buckley
Jason Van Genderen
Jeff Julian
Mediator: 
Comedian Andrew Barrett

Newcastle Room - Newcastle City Hall
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9.00am -11.00am  
Acting and Drama – Express 
yourself! 
Life as a screen actor and 
the preparation needed to be 
a successful working actor.
Presenter: Catherine Tilly

11.30am -1.30pm  
Cinematography – Capture your 
image and story   
We will explore a number of ways 
in which the cinematographer 
participates in the collaborative 
process of translating the script 
into meaningful and emotive films.  
Presenter: Garfield Darlington

2.00pm-4.00pm 
Special Effects Makeup     
An interactive demonstration of 
special effects and prosthetics for 
film. Presenter: Paige Badenoch 

Banquet Room - Newcastle City Hall

Industry Workshops - Sunday 4th August  
Free Entry at Newcastle Museum Theatrette

9.30am -11.30am  
ABC Open – Script Development 
Explore the unusual hobby or wacky obsession of someone in your community in a short video.
ABC Open Hunter Producer, Anthony Scully will be running a script development workshop for my crazy 
passion.  Presenter: Anthony Scully

Newcastle Museum Theatrette

New
castle City Hall

Sunday 4th August

H U N T E R

C E N T R E
W R I T E R S
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The 2013 Real Film Festival will officially opened by the NSW 
Minister for the Arts, The Honourable George Souris at the Tower 
Cinemas, 183 King Street, Newcastle. 

Comedian , Andrew Barnett will MC the night,  prior to the screening 
of Jason Van Genderen’s Sundance Film Festival winning short film, 
Red Earth Hip Hop and the NSW regional premiere of:

Love, Marilyn Unclassified (18+) Friday 6.30pm
Marilyn Monroe invented her public persona at the expense of 
concealing a private side known only to her close confidants. 
Fifty years after her death, her creation still blazes brightly in 
our cultural imagination, while the creator continues to lurk in 
the shadows. Drawing on never-before-seen personal papers, 
diaries and letters, Director Liz Garbus evokes the multiple 
aspects of the real Marilyn.  105 mins  

The VIP Opening Night Party 
will kick-off at 9pm at Silo Bar & Lounge, 18/1 Honeysuckle Drive. 
Situated right on the harbour, it’s the perfect location for VIP guests 
and film industry professionals to enjoy a few drinks & canapés. 
Tickets are limited. Book on-line at realfimfestival.com.au

Opening Night Film & VIP Party
Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au

Friday 6.30pm Tower Cinemas, 183 King St, Newcastle

Sat 3rd Aug - Tower Cinemas - book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au

I am Eleven (G) Saturday 2pm
Australian filmmaker Genevieve Bailey travelled the world for 
6 years talking with 11-year-olds to compose this insightful, 
funny and moving documentary portrait of childhood. From an 
orphanage in India, to a single-parent household in inner-city 
Melbourne, to bathing with elephants in Thailand, I am Eleven 
explores the lives and thoughts of children from 15 countries 
and provide us with a powerful insight into the future. 94 mins

Dirty Wars Unclassified (18+) Saturday 4pm
Dirty Wars follows investigative reporter Jeremy Scahill into 
the hidden world of America’s covert wars, from Afghanistan to 
Yemen, Somalia, and beyond. Dirty Wars is a gripping journey 
into one of the most important and underreported stories of our 
time. 90 mins
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 Feature Film
s - Sunday 4th August + Closing Night Drinks
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Google and the World Brain  Saturday 6.30pm 
Unclassified (18+) 
The most ambitious project ever conceived on the Internet: 
Google’s master plan to scan every book in the world and 
the people trying to stop them. Google says they are building 
a library for mankind, but some say they also have other 
intentions. 89 mins

A Band Called Death  Unclassified (18+) Sat 9pm
Before The Sex Pistols and The Ramones there was a band 
way ahead of it’s time. This amazing, inspiring and surprising 
spirtual true story rewrites rock music history as it tracks the 
roller coaster journey of the world’s first Afro American Punk 
Rock Band.  95 mins

Blackfish  Unclassified (18+)  Sunday 4.30pm
The emotional story of Tilikum, a performing killer whale that 
killed several people while in captivity. The story challenges 
us to consider our relationship to nature and reveals how little 
we have learned from these highly intelligent and enormously 
sentient fellow mammals. 94 mins

Sun 4 Aug - Tower Cinemas - book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au 

Feature Film
s - Saturday 3rd Aug

Closing Night - Tower Cinemas 

The Crash Reel  Unclassified (18+)  Sunday 7pm 
+ Closing Night Drinks
Follows the remarkable journey of champion snow-boarder and 
US Winter Olympic hopeful, Kevin Pearce as he recovers from 
the aftermath of a serious training mishap. The Crash Reel is an 
atypical sports movie as Kevin learns to cope with adversity and 
change. 127 mins
Don’t miss the closing night short film competition announcements 
followed by the feature film The Crash Reel. Local Member for 
Newcastle, Tim Owen will officially close the festival before 
enjoying a closing night drink in the foyer of the Tower Cinemas 
to help wrap up the festival. We look forward to seeing you there.
Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au
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 Short Films & Docos - Sunday 4 August  

Newcastle Museum Theatrette - Book online at www.realfilmfestival.com.au

30% (Women and Politics in Sierra Leone)
Oil-painted animation brings to life the stories of three powerful women in postconflict 
Sierra Leone, revealing the violence and corruption women face as they fight for fairer 
representation in governing their country.  
Run time 10.40  Director/Producer: Anna Cady

Phogotten Times
Phogotten Times is about the simple Vietnamese dish called Pho consisting of broth, 
noodles and condiments. An evolution of ingredients that has produced a national icon 
In Vietnam, before the advent of restaurants and trendy cafes, people squat around 
small temporary food stalls which server various savoury and sweet dishes. Pho was 
originally sold by street vendors who carried it over their shoulder by suspending the pot 
of the broth and other ingredients at either ends of a bamboo pole. More importantly, it 
is the intimacy of being served by the one who has cooked the food and who will also 
wash your bowl. It is the interaction, the conversation and the connection, a wonderful 
cultural heritage that I hope will come out of this documentary and not the satisfaction 
of a full belly.  
Run time 6.30  Director: Binh Trong,

Boy in the Pinstriped Suit
Part homage, part cathartic journey, the story is told through the use of old photographs 
and narrated with the writer’s own voice. The Boy in the Pinstriped suit follows the life of 
Philip and explores the strained but loving relationship between a father and daughter. 
Run time 7.43  Director/Producer: Maree Azzopardi

Red Earth Hip Hop
Take a music culture built on survival and introduce it to the world’s oldest surviving 
indigenous race. ‘Red Earth Hip Hop’ is the trailer for an inspiring, visceral documentary 
that examines the underground pulse that’s travelled all the way from the Bronx to the 
red heart of the Australian outback, empowering a new generation of Aboriginal Australian 
youth with both story and voice. 
Run time 6.30  Director: Jason Van Genderen

Of Middle Eastern Appearance
Paula’s doco-drama ‘Of Middle Eastern Appearance’ examines the impact of the ‘ethnic 
descriptor’ on a disparate community.   
Run time 5.43  Director/Producer: Paula Abood

Land of Honey
A short documentary about honey, Russian culture and a filmmaker’s procrastination!  
Run time 5.37  Director/Producer: Mark Bolotin

Nina
Nina yearns to be a special girl and to meet the man of her dreams. But life for 
this Filipino transsexual in Sydney is filled with isolation and displacement. A truly 
courageous and moving portrait. 
Run time 9.45  Director/Producer: Rolmar Baldonado, 



9

Short Film
s & Docum

entaries - 12 noon-4pm
 Sunday 4th August - New

castle M
useum

 Theatrette 
Silent Scream
Silent Scream reveals the strain placed on the family and friends of a 37 year old Aboriginal 
husband, father and film-maker Lee Willis-Ardler, who is desperately trying to manage his 
mental illness. We follow Lee as he seeks to find an explanation for the aggressive ‘episodes’ 
that threaten his marriage – while his family and friends bravely tell us of their struggle – 
having been left to pick up the pieces by a system that appears designed to treat only those 
who’ve reached an acute state. 
Run time 16.08  Director: Lee Willis-Ardler, Tina Schiano

Kakio’s Story
When the war broke out in December 1941, Kakio Matsumoto, an ex-pearl diver in 
Broome , was arrested with all the other Japanese living in Australia. His half aboriginal 
and half Filipino wife, Lena Matsumoto, had no choice but to follow her husband to be 
detained along with their little children. However the military authorities’ decision to 
reclassify all the ex-pearl divers as POW’s separated Kakio from his family. Distressed 
by the isolation in the camp, Lena became mentally unstable and started causing 
troubles soon after his departure. Kakio’s attempts to have their family reunited faced the 
governments bureaucracy and racism as her condition got worse. 
Run time 5.45  Director: Shingo Usami

A Day In The Life of a Canteen Lady
This is an ABC Open video postcard about Tonia Barton, the canteen manager at Scone 
High School in the Upper Hunter region of New South Wales. They keep the bellies of our 
kids full so their minds are alert for learning but, as students at Scone High found out, a 
typical day in the life of a canteen manager is also about creating profits used to top up 
school funds for a variety of needs. 
Run time 3.05  Producers:  ABC Open Hunter & Scone High School

Video Postcard from the Fernleigh Track
ABC Open Hunter producer Anthony Scully has created a Video Postcard from the 
Fernleigh Track, riding his skateboard down the shared pedestrian and cycleway that links 
the cities of Newcastle and Lake Macquarie, along a leg he calls the Kahibah Chairlift. 
Run time 1.34  Producers:  ABC Open Hunter

Video Postcard from a Country Station
This ABC Open Video Postcard was shot at Harden railway station, in the south western 
slopes region of NSW. Phillip writes; ‘The station itself has a quiet, rarely-visited feel to it – 
but it has been well looked, after and goods and passenger trains do go through from time 
to time. Just on dusk I managed to score a full moon rising over the hill.’  
Run time 1.36  Producers: Phillip Reynolds

Day in the life of an artist
This ABC Open Day In The Life video focuses on John Bradley, an artist from the Hunter 
Valley. Over the past 40 years, he has been creating works that cross a variety of genres 
from landscapes to historical depictions. Many of his paintings feature rural settings in 
and around the Hunter. 
Run time 2.56  By: Matthew Hatton

Newcastle ice skater
Over the past six years 14-year-old Hunter-based skater Kailani Craine has been carving 
up the ice, all around Australia. In this ABC Open films for the 110% Sport project, we 
follow Kailani in her quest to break into the international skating scene, along the road to 
the Australian 2014 Olympics team for Sochi, Russia. 
Run time 2.00  By:  James Morello, Ashlee King and Rebekah Grujevski

New in Newcastle Video Postcard
In this short film Gemma Wolk mashes two ABC Open projects together, creating a Video 
Postcard of Newcastle reading her ‘Newbie in Newy’ poem, from the 500 Words: New In 
Town project, as a voice-over. 
Run time 1.51  Producer: Gemma Wolk
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A life in Hapkido
In this ABC Open films for the 110% Sport project, we meet Ron Rees, ‘a 59-year-old with 
the ability to dispatch any aggressors with ease’. The Central Coast martial arts expert has 
almost half a century of experience behind him. 
Run time 2.00  By: John Redmond, Sean Renwick, Gregory O’Regan, Daniel Sparrow

Kyle Middleton mototrials rider
Kyle Middleton, 22, from Lake Macquarie, works a typical 9 to 5 life by day, but in this 
ABC Open film for the 110% Sport project we learn about Kyle’s passion and dedication 
for motorcycle trials that has taken him to Australia’s number one spot, and competitions 
around the world. 
Run time 1.57  By: Sam Carmen, Jack Kavanagh Brett Griesberg and Matt Willis
Day in the life of a volunteer Fire fighter
This documentary follows a Day In The Life of Danielle Kelly, a passionate volunteer fire 
fighter at the Peninsula Rural Fire Brigade in Mirrabooka. Jaime writes: “Danielle is the 
epitome of dedication and passion for a bigger cause.” 
Run time 2.39  By: Jaime-Maree Kelly, Sasha Zajec, Emily Steele

The G Man – a gamer
This Day In The Life films follows Tom Cupitt, ‘a mild mannered golf and video game 
enthusiast’, in his quest to become one of the world’s best online gamers. The producers 
pose the question: can some people really tell the difference between Virtual Reality and 
Real Life?
Run time 2.29  By: David Fulham, Sam Blomley
The Battle of amFAR
When AIDS strikes, two very different women—Hollywood icon Elizabeth Taylor and 
research scientist Dr. Mathilde Krim—join forces to create America’s first AIDS research 
foundation. The fight against HIV/AIDS has never been the same. Visually dazzling and 
emotionally compelling, this story offers a surprising perspective on the still ongoing fight 
against AIDS.
Run time 40.00  Directors: Rob Epstein, Jeffrey Friedman

Karl. Yoga. Newcastle
Karl Jaross has been on a journey of personal transformation and self-discovery through 
yoga. In this ABC Open films for the 110% Sport project, Karl explains how he manages to 
feel younger today at 45 than he did at 35. 
Run time 2.04  By: Sophie De Vitis, Teleri Clark
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Helping the region’s 
film industry grow
Whether it be attracting film production, 
industry development and networking 
or hosting the Real Film Festival, Screen 
Hunter Central Coast is the one-stop film 
office with the ‘can do’ attitude. 

www.screenhuntercentralcoast.com.au


